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Actually, nothing surprises her 
any more. Over the past 10 years; 
CVCC’s parapsychology students 
have bent spoons, visited haunted 
houses and attempted long-distance 
thought transfer. And Rosie; 
McKnight presides: over it all like a 
benevolent Phil Donahue (complete 
with handsome head of white hair),. 


setting out a “paranormal” salad” 


bar for her students and letting 
them make their own judgments. 
“T tell them to think for them- 
selves,’’ said McKnight, who holds 
‘a masters in divinity from New. 
‘York’s Union Theological Seminary. 
“Don’t just believe what somebody 
‘tells you. It’s good to be skeptical.” 
: McKnight considers herself a 
“facilitator,’’ augmenting her lec- 
‘tures with frequent guest speakers. 
-For that reason, some of her stu- 
‘dents have taken the class as many - 
‘as five times. 
> “It’s always different,” said one. 
“There are so many aspects to the 
“subject.” 
; This past semester, McKnight’s 
37 students included two teachers, 
three retirees, an engineer, an Am- 
trak employee, a realtor, two 
housewives and a couple of astrolo- 
gers. Subjects covered ranged from 
_ESP, hypnosis, “‘personal energy,” 
_astral projection, UFOs and dows- 


“T’ve had psychic experiences 
myself,” McKnight said, “but I’m 
not an unusual person. I think ev- 
erybody has ESP — that’s one of 
' the things I’m trying to get 
across.” 

- One of eight children, McKnight 
grew up in Dayton, Ohio. Her reli- 


gious background wasn’t exactly. 
traditional (Church of the Breth- 
ren), but it wasn’t until she had 
graduated from Union, married Da- 
vid McKnight and was teaching 
Sunday school at New York’s River- 
side. Church that she am. to. ex- — 
plore what she calls “‘our* o Re 
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“I just happened to pick up a 
book on Edgar Cayce and reincar- 
nation,” she said, ‘‘and got hooked 
on it. I even went down to Virginia 
Beach (Cayce’s home base) to 
learn more about him. Later, we 
joined a group that was meeting at 
Riverside to explore alternative 
philosophies.” 

In the early 1970s, David 
McKnight accepted a teaching job 
at Blue Ridge Area Community Col- 
lege in Weyer’s Cave. 

“He taught english and philoso- 
phy,” Rosie McKnight said, ‘and 
started a course in ESP as part of 
the philosophy program. We didn’t 
know what to expect, but it went 
over very well.” 

So well that officials at CVCC 
contacted Mrs. McKnight about tea- 
ching the same class here. 

“For several years, I commuted 
to Lynchburg from Waynesboro,” 
she recalled. “Then David and I 
split up, and I came here for good 
four years ago.” 

McKnight has also worked at the 
Monroe Institute in Nelson County 
and staged several seminars, nota- 
bly a 1977 Creative Living Institute 
session in Arlington that brought in 
speakers like Ruth Carter Stapleton 
and Raymond Moody and “to my 


~ 


‘in my hotel room. When Ruth Sta- 


; i 

surprise, filled a whole Sheraton,””. 
“What I remember about that,” 
she said, “is that I had purchased a 
very striking painting in Washing- 
ton a few weeks before. It was: a 
picture of a laughing Jesus, por- 
trayed im. a. 
portrayed.‘beforey'and FH 


pleton came up to my room and 


saw it, she said ‘Wow!’ | told her 


‘Do you like that? It’s yours.” 


“Later, I found out, she became 


involved with (Hustler publisher) 
Larry Flynt, around the time he an- 
nounced that he had experienced a 
religious conversion. Larry Flynt 
also admired the picture of Jesus, 
and so she gave it to him. The next 
time I saw it, it was on the cover of 
Parade magazine.” 

“A lot of this, though, is learning 
to look within yourself,” McKnight 
said. “This is all about spirituality, 
about finding out who you are. And 
when you get into things like spiri- 
tual healing, I don’t believe that 
you’re necessarily going against the 


idea of God and Christianity. I © 


think it’s all compatible. 

“After all, Jesus said, ‘Greater 
things will you do than I have 
done.’ I believe that. I also believe 
that the Bible originally made ref- 
erences to reincarnation.” 

Linda Scoville claims 


McKnight’s class “has put me in | 


closer touch with the universal pow- 
er source — God, or whatever you 
want to call it. I don’t think all 
these different ideas have to con- 
flict with one another.” 

On the last class of the first se- 


in.a way I had never pect 


mester, author Melissa Jager of 
Waynesboro told the class to ‘‘fiddle 
with reality. What you see isn’t al- 
ways what’s there — take, for ex- 
ample, the idea that the sun ‘rises’ 
and bah Pate are bln be of 
course it does nothing of the . 

Andi during’ 4 brgak, Linda. Sco-.. 
ville said, ‘This is the one night of 
the week when I feel normal.” 


